
Simple Present Tense

FORM
[VERB] + s/es in third person singular

The simple present is used in a variety of ways in English.

1. It can be used to describe an action that is happening 'now', however, only for
certain verbs (usually, actions that happen 'now' use the present continuous).
These verbs include:

Non-Continuous Verbs

Abstract Verbs
to be, to want, to cost, to seem, to need, to care, to contain, to owe, to exist

She is a doctor. Stephen owes me fifty dollars. 
The bottle contains milk. The universe exists. 

Possession Verbs
to possess, to own, to belong

They own a cottage in Muskoka. The government possesses all the land. 
That pen belongs to Marsha. I have a lighter. 

Emotion Verbs
to like, to love, to hate, to dislike, to fear, to envy, to mind, etc. 

That couple really loves each other. You look wonderful! I envy your figure!
Ugh! I dislike vegetables. Do you mind if I sit here? 
She fears that she'll be late for the meeting. We feel tired today. 

Mixed Verbs (each has meanings with normal verb- and non-continuous verb-meanings)

to appear, to feel, to have, to hear, to look, to see, to weigh, to think, to weigh, to taste, etc.

Somethings looks strange here. Wow! This beef tastes delicious! 
Did you hear that noise? I see what you're saying.
They think we shouldn't go out tonight. 

Task
Practice this usage in sentences and/or a role play scenario. 
Describe some of your preferences in food, music, clothing, vacations, etc. 
Describe preferences in food, music, clothing, vacations, etc. of your spouse, family member, and/or friend.
Describe what you, your spouse, child, friend, etc. has in their room. 
Ask a partner about their preferences in food, music, clothing, vacations, etc. 
Practice all forms of the verb. 



Simple Present Tense

2. The Simple Present is used to signify an action that is habitual or a repeated 
occurrence:

Does the Sun circle the Earth? Does he play tennis?
I play tennis. She always forgets her purse.
He never forgets his wallet. When does the train usually leave?
The train does not leave at 9 AM. The train leaves every morning at 8 AM.
Every twelve months, the Earth circles the Sun.

Task
Describe what you typically do on the weekend, on your birthday, during a holiday, etc.

Describe what a spouse, family member, and/or friend usually does on the weekend, on your birthday, during a 
holiday, etc.

Ask a partner what s/he and/or her/his spouse, family member (s), and/or friend(s) usually does on the weekend,
on your birthday, during a holiday, etc.

Practice all forms of the verb. 

3. The Simple Present is used to describe (what the speaker believes to be) 
facts. It is not important if the speaker is correct, but only that they believe to 
be correct. It can also be used to generalize people, places, or things:

Birds do not like milk. Cats like milk. Do pigs like milk?

California is in America. California is in the United Kingdom. Windows are made of glass.

Rude people are selfish. New York is a small city. Cows eat corn.

Task
Provide some facts about your family, country, friends, etc. 

Practice all forms of the verb. 

4. The Simple Present is used to describe (near) future events that are (often) 
scheduled. 

The train leaves tonight at 6 PM. The bus does not arrive at 11 AM, it arrives at 11 PM.
The party starts at 8 o'clock.
When do we board the plane?

When does class begin tomorrow?
The class starts late tomorrow.

Task
Describes some scheduled events for this week at your work, home, volunteer work, social circles, etc. 
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