
Present Perfect Tense

The present perfect verb tense (usually) describes time that has already begun 
and continues to elapse. So, the time-frame in which the action of the present 
perfect tense takes place is unfinished. 

The tense is formed by placing the verb-conjugation of:

to have + the past participle of the verb. 

For example:

I have done... We have always eaten...

She has been... Have you ever tried...?

He hasn't finished... They have studied...

It has never ... Have they lived...?

The present perfect is used when the time period has not finished 
(unfinished time).

I have seen three movies this week. 
(“This week” is not finished)

Our new firm has opened three new accounts this month. 
(“This month” is not finished)

I have already seen that movie. 
(The time-frame is the speaker's life, and because the speaker is alive, the time is unfinished). 

Task
Discuss activities/events that have taken place today, this week, this month, this year, etc. 



Present Perfect Tense

The present perfect is also used when the time period is not mentioned, but
the action has or may be repeated in the future.

Gary has failed the test again. 
(He has taken it before and may take it again in the future)

I have traveled to Europe three times. 
(There is a possibility that I may travel again)

She has grown three inches since we last saw her.
(She will continue to physically grow in height)

Task
Discuss events that have taken place during the span of your life. 

The present perfect is used for recent time.

She has just got back from Seoul. 
(“Just” indicates that something has happened recently)

The students have just finished writing their essays. 
(“Just” indicates that something has happened recently)

Task
List some events that have just happened (remembering that 'time' is contextual and relative).

The present perfect is often used with 'for' or 'since', describing a specific 
span of time.

The loud music next door has not stopped since 6:00 this morning.
(The music continues to play loudly)

Tom has lived in Toronto for five years. 
(Tom continues to live in Toronto)

Task
Describe events that have taken place within a specific period of time. Use for and since.


