
Passive Voice 

In English, the active voice uses a subject which actually “does” something (the main verb). 

For example:

She sent the letter. 
(Here, “she” does something: sends the letter) 

In the active voice, the subject is called the 'agent' because it actually “does” the main verb. 
So, 'she' is the agent in the above example. 

However, sometimes English-speakers use the passive voice. 

The passive voice is formed by using the verb “to be” in the same tense as the main verb in 
the active voice, followed by the past participle of the main verb.

Most importantly, the object of the active voice becomes the subject of the passive voice.

However, the new subject is NOT the agent. 

For example:

She sent the letter.
(active voice, “to send” - past tense)

The letter was sent. 
(passive voice: “to be” - past tense, “to send” - past participle, “letter” – subject)

The people will elect a new president.
(active voice: “to elect” - future tense)

A new president will be elected. 
(passive voice: “to be” - future tense, “to elect” - past participle, “a new president” - subject)



Passive Voice 

NOTE: The 'agent' can be added back into the sentence by using the preposition 'by':

A new president will be elected by the people. 

The letter was sent by her (the subject pronoun 'she' is replaced with the object pronoun 'her') 

The phone was answered by his wife. 

The passive voice is used for three main reasons:

 when the 'agent' is unknown:
 Shots were fired. (Someone fired shots from a gun)

 when the 'agent' is not important: 
The pizza was delivered on time. (A pizza-delivery person delivered the pizza on time)

 to place more emphasis on the object
A riot started outside after their team lost the championship game. 
(Violent, angry, delinquent fans started a riot outside after their team lost the championship game)

Task
Change the following sentences into the passive voice:

1. Several people lifted the car together and saved the girl underneath. 
2. The movie company will release the movie to the public in December. 
3. Someone broke into the house while they were away on vacation. 
4. Politicians have created laws to protect the people. 
5. The present owners will sell the restaurant to the large corporation. 
6. Someone executed the prisoner who was on death row last night. 
7. Members of the family have not watered the garden for two weeks. 
8. A priest wed Amy and Trevor at St. Steven's Church on July 25, 2010. 


