
Future Tenses

In English, the four future tense-forms which are the most commonly used and 
therefore, the most important, are:

will to be going to  

present continuous simple present

While these forms may be somewhat similar to each other, and even though they
are sometimes interchanged in their usage, for the most part, each form 
represents and is used for a different type of future event. 

Will
The auxiliary verb 'will' is the most formal of all future tenses and it can be 
substituted for most of the others below, especially when speaking in formal or 
professional situations. This future form is created by using 'will' + infinitive, 
however in speaking-English, the contracted form, 'll, is most often used. 

'Will' is most often used to describe:

Future Predictions 
By the year 2030 all students will have their own computers in school.
Global warming will destroy the earth. 
I don't think the boss will be happy about your performance this month. 

Statements of Future Fact (or perceived fact)
The president will serve for four years before the next election. 
I'll scratch your back, if you scratch mine. 
You won't pass your exams if you do not start studying! 

Task
Use 'will' in conversation to talk about your predictions for the future or future 
facts. 

Can 'will' be substituted with another future-form? Exchange the will-form with 
another future-form and determine with your teacher whether it can be 
appropriately used. 



Future Tenses

to be + Going to
The future-form 'to be + going to' is used to describe a personal intention or plan
for the future that someone has decided upon and ususally can control whether 
to cancel or not. It is also used to describe future predictions based on a current 
situation. 

In (casual) English-speaking, the content word 'going' is most often linked to the 
function word 'to', producing 'gonna'. Only use 'gonna' in a speaking-situation 
and never use it in written English, unless you are quoting someone or writing 
creatively. 

This future form is created by using 'going to' + infinitive or, in informal 
speaking, 'gonna' + verb 

Future Intentions and/or Plans
What are you going to do after this lesson? 
I'm gonna buy a new car this month. 
She's gonna call her on Friday. 

Future Predictions Based on a Current Situation
We are not going to make it on time if you keep walking so slowly.
I am tired of smoking. I'm gonna quit smoking this year. 
The ocean looks like it is going to be very wild today, so don't go swimming. 

  Note: “going to' is also used with the past tense of 'to be' to describe a past event that   
  was planned but did not occur. 

   I was going to buy you lunch but you already paid the bill. 
  Our friends were going to visit, but the wife got sick and they had to cancel. 

Task
Talk about your some of your future plans or predictions for the rest of the day 
based on the current situation. Exchange 'to be + going to' for another future-
form and determine with your teacher whether it can be appropriately used for 
that particular sentence. 



Future Tenses

Present Continuous
The present continuous is used to describe arrangements for events in the future
which have been planned for with someone else or a group of people. The usage
of this form often includes the day or time of the occurrence. 

She is having dinner with her family this Saturday. 
This weekend, everyone is going to the beach for a party. 
We are all meeting together this summer for a family reunion. 
Tom is attending the University of British Columbia in the fall. 
I'm scared of flying so we're taking the train to Florida. 
We're seeing the movie on Tuesday because George can't make it on Friday. 
Samantha is staying at her friends house when she goes to England. 

Task
Describe some arrangements that you have made for the future using the 
present continuous form. Exchange the present continuous form for another 
future-form and determine with your teacher whether it can be appropriately used
for that particular sentence. 

Simple Present
Future events that have been scheduled (usually by officials of an organization) 
on a timetable or program are often expressed using the simple present. This 
description usually involves an exact time, date, or length of time. 

We leave for Hawaii in five days! 
(in this example, their airplane flight has been scheduled by the airline officials)

She departs from New York at 9:00am and arrives in Toronto at 10:30am. 
The summer-semester ends in August and the fall-semester begins in September. 
Hurry up! The train leaves at 7:00pm. 
Do we have time for a drink? The plane doesn't leave for another hour.
When does the meeting start tomorrow? 
    -It starts at 9:30am. 

Task
Talk about some scheduled events in the future using the simple present form. 
Exchange the simple present form when describing the future for another future 
form and determine whether it can be appropriately used for that particular 
sentence. 


