
Conditional Tenses

First Conditional
The first conditional tense talks about a particular condition or situation in the 
future and discusses the results that it would bring about. There is a real 
possibility that this condition will happen. 

We use the simple present tense preceded by 'if' for the condition and

       will                  +                   the base form of the verb
      (or another future tense, or 
              'can', 'may', 'shall')   

For example: 
If it rains tomorrow, I will stay home. 
If it does not rain tomorrow, what will you do?
If I see Emily next week, I can tell her. 
If Jack is free on Thursday, we will meet to decide on the colour of the bathroom.
If they don’t pass their final exams, their teacher is going to be disappointed. 
If the Blue Jays make it to the playoffs, we may go down to Toronto to see them. 

We can switch the positioning of the clauses in the sentence, and retain its 
meaning. 

For example: 
I will stay home if it rains tomorrow. 

Task
Switch the clauses for the remaining example questions. Practice using the first conditional tense 
in conversation. Try to provide at least ten (10) examples. Use many different verbs.

Second Conditional
The second conditional tense also deals with the future, except that the 
possibility of the condition or result ever happening is slim or very unlikely to 
happen or a decision on the condition has not been made yet. The second 
conditional tenses may often be described as “wishful thinking” and so it is 
sometimes also used for situations with no possibility of happening (imaginary 
situations).  

We use the simple past tense  preceded by “if” and 

would             +            the base form of the verb 
                 (or could or might)
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For example: 
If I won the lottery, I would move to Thailand. 
If I were taller, I could be a pro basketball player. 
If you married Nancy, you would be happy for the rest of your life. 
If it snowed in July, would you be surprised?
If our boss gave us a bonus, we could take that vacation we were thinking about. 
If they were not so lazy, they could apply to Harvard. 

We can switch the positioning of the clauses in the sentence, and retain its 
meaning.

For example: 
I would move to Thailand if I won the lottery. 

Task
Switch the clauses for the remaining example questions. Practice using the second conditional 
tense in conversation. Try to provide at least ten (10) examples. Use many different verbs.

Third Conditional
The third conditional deals with the past. We talk about a condition or situation 
that did not happen and a result that did not happen. The third conditional tense 
is also like “dreaming” or often a regret, yet there is no possibility of it ever 
happening. 

We use the past perfect tense preceded by “if” and 

     would have            +              past participle of the verb
        (or could have, might have, etc.)

For example: 
If I had won the lottery, I would have traveled the world for the rest of my life. 
If we had not gone to see the late show, we would have not been so tired. 
If I had see Emily, I would have told her. 
If Jack had been free Thursday, we all could have met to discuss painting the bathroom. 
If it had not rained yesterday, where would you have gone?
If they had had one more day to study, they would have passed the exam. 
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We can switch the positioning of the clauses in the sentence, and retain its 
meaning.

For example: 
I would have traveled the world for the rest of my life if I had won the lottery. 

Task
Switch the clauses for the remaining example questions. 
Practice using the third conditional tense in conversation. 

Zero Conditional
The zero conditional tense describes a result that has a very high probability or a 
100% probability of occurring under the specified condition or situation. 

We use the simple present preceded by “if” and the simple present to describe 
the result or the future tense (usually will) if the result is not necessarily definite. 

For example: 

If you heat ice, it melts. 
               or
If you heat ice, it will melt.

If I miss the 8:00 am train, I am gonna be late for work. 
If he is late for work, his boss will get angry. 
If they do not study, they do not pass the exam. 
If the baby doesn’t eat at 3:00, she begins to cry. 
If you never give up at doing something, you (will) eventually become successful. 

We can switch the positioning of the clauses in the sentence, and retain its 
meaning.

For example:
I am late for work if I miss the 8:00 am train. 

Task
Switch the clauses for the remaining example questions. 
Practice using the third conditional tense in conversation. 


