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Speaking w/ Grammar
English Conversation Program

Class 2
- CONVERSATION - 

Greetings and Updates             10 minutes

Useful phrases
 “So, tell me more about yourself.”
 “What are some things you would like to

do in the future?”

 “What else are you into?”
 “One day, I would really like to _______.”

  
Topic
Talk and ask your partner about your countries and cities.

Useful phrases
 “What city do you live?”
 “What is it like living in your city?”
 “Describe your city.”
 “What's your city's / country's population?”

 “Is it a major city?”
 “What other places are around it?”
 “Is your country divided into states? 

Provinces?”

Come up with more useful phrases.
Explain any words and/or expressions that your partner does not understand.

- LESSON -

Grammar        10 minutes

Present Perfect vs. Past Tense

You can arrange for Gerry to email you a copy of this lesson, or you can find it online here: 
http://englishexpressyes.com/english-verb-tenses-the-present-perfect.html
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Speaking w/ Grammar
English Conversation Program

Phrasal Verbs      10 minutes

With your partner, read the definitions and example sentences of the following phrasal verbs:

bring up
-to mention as a specific topic in conversation
When you see her, try not to bring up her 
divorce.

-to rear children
Our parents brought us up strictly, but with

much love.

carry on
-to make a fuss and/or talk loudly and

emotionally
They kept carrying on so we asked them to

leave the building.

-to continue
I'm going to carry on studying at this

university for another two years.

In what other situations might you use these phrasal verbs? Come up with more sentences 
and examples with your partner. Can you think of any other similar or related phrasal verbs?

Idioms and Expressions      10 minutes

Discuss with your partner the meaning of each idiom. In what situation would you use this 
idiom? Read the examples together. Use these expressions in some other examples that you 
come up with your partner. 

(to) take sides
-to support one specific person/group during

a conflict

Why are you taking her side? I'm your
friend too!

(to) sit on the fence
-to stay neutral between opposing choices,

people, groups, and/or ideas

I don't know who I'll vote for president in
the upcoming election. I'm still sitting on

the fence

Are there any other expressions that are similar to these? 
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Speaking w/ Grammar
English Conversation Program

- REFLECTIONS -

Share your Opinion      10 minutes
Read the following and share your opinions with each other:

In some countries, tipping servers at bars and restaurants is expected, while in other 
places it is customary. What are your views on tipping at restaurants? Do you agree or 
disagree with them? Should they be reduced or increased? Why?

Pay attention to and talk about the introductory phrases that you use when sharing your 
opinions and reflections. For example:

“I don't agree with tipping because...”
(...the restaurants are already paying their servers, servers are just doing their job, etc.)

“I think servers deserve tips because...”
(...they work really hard, they get paid a low salary, etc.)

Extra Lesson / Free Chat              10 minutes

Study a supplemental grammar lesson that targets a certain area of your English that you
and/or your tutor believe may require improvement.

OR

Have a free conversation with your partner...and have fun!
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